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Front matter
[Front cover] Journal of Constitutional Commission
[Front cover endpaper, glued on, undated newspaper article titled “Constitutional Convention”]
[Interior end paper blank]
[Back of interior end paper blank]
[Front and back of first page blank]
[The following Resolve is glued in along spine on second page of journal:]
State of Maine
Resolve providing for a Constitutional Commission
Resolved, That the governor be and hereby is authorized to appoint a commission, consisting of ten persons, to consider and frame such amendments of the constitution of this state as may seem necessary, to be reported by them to the legislature for such action as may seem advisable, and for final submission to the people at the annual election in September next. Said commission shall assemble as soon as may be, at the state capital, and finally submit the result of their labors to the present legislature on or before the fifteenth day of February next.
In the House of Representatives, January 11, 1875.
Read and passed finally.
W.W. Thomas Jr., Speaker
In Senate, January 11, 1875.
Read and passed finally.
Edmund F. Webb President
January 12th, 1875.
Approved
Nelson Dingley, Jr. Governor
[Front and back of second page blank] 
[Next page] Journal of the Constitutional Commission of 1875.
State of Maine
Augusta January 19,th 1875
The Commission appointed by the Governor pursuant to a Resolve providing for a Constitutional Commission approved January 12th AD 1875. met at the Council Chamber, at the Capital, Augusta, on Tuesday the Twelfth day of January, A.D. 1875. at Two & one half o’clock P.M -
Present. Hon Edward Kent of Bangor 
“ William P Haines of Biddeford
“ George F Talbot of Portland
Wm. M. Rust of Belfast
Henry E. Robbins of Waterville
William K. Kimball of Paris
Hon Wm P Haines called the Commission to order and upon his motion Hon Edward Kent. was chosen President Pro tempore.
On motion of Mr Talbot, William K Kimball was chosen temporary Secretary -
[(Com.)] On motion of Mr Talbot, a committee consisting of Messrs. Talbot and Robbins was appointed to invite the attendance of His Excellency the Governor for the purpose of making such suggestions as he might deem pertinant to the objects of the Commission. In response to the invitation the Governor was pleased to attend the Commission forthwith and make suggestions at length, as to the General and Special purpose which influenced him in his recommendation and appointment of a Commission -
On motion of Mr Rust voted to adjourn until tomorrow morning at Ten O clock AM
Attest Wm K. Kimball Secty Pro Tem -
[Next page] Constitutional Commission Augusta Jan 20th 1875
Met according to Adjournment -
On motion the Journal of Yesterday was read & approved -
Present the entire Commission except Mr Libbey of Augusta. On motion of Mr. Talbot, the temporary organization of the Commission was made its permanent organization and therefore the President of the Commission adopted the Commission as follows.
Gentlemen of the Commission:
Thank you for this expression of your confidence. With my limited experience as a presiding officer over a deliberative assembly, I should hesitate before accepting this position, if I were not aware that while the duties of the commission are serious, and in some respects complicated, the duties of your chairman must be plain and simple; aided and sustained, as I am sure he will be, by the kind forbearance and assistance of every member of the board.
Our “Ship of State”, gentlemen, after tossing on the political waters for more than half a century, has been brought into port by her present officers for examination and repairs. To the casual observer the good old ship appears wonderfully staunch, strong and seaworthy. But it has been surmised and asserted that, after this more than half a hundred years of service, there may be found here and there a slight leak- now and then a decayed timber, and more or less of strained or weakened spars.
And we, gentlemen, have been summoned as a council of preliminary survey, with instructions to search out [next page] defects, patent and latent, and to suggest remedies by way of amendments of what we find defective, support of what is weakened, and the stoppage of such threatening leaks, which may eventually sink the ship. We are not asked, or expected to remodel entirely the vessel, or to attempt the building of a new one from the keel. Our duty, as I understand it, will be performed when we have done our best to ascertain and point out to the owners what we deem needful to fix our noble ship to again unfurl her sails, and hoist again the Stars and Stripes, and put boldly to sea for another successful voyage for the coming century. I know you will pardon one, who has been of this goodly ship’s company almost from the day she was launched for one or two simple suggestions, bearing more or less directly upon the question we may be called upon to determine. If they have no other merit, they will have the excellent one of extreme brevity.
Let me say in the outset, that our ship is of the old form and model, built rather to carry largely and safely, than for speed or dispatch or the running of sea races. We must not forget, too, that her motive power is not steam, that she carries no explosive boilers, even with apparent safety valves. Sea relics upon the accustomed winds of heaven and the fixed tides and currents of the ocean, and does not aspire to force her way “Against the wind, against the tide.” The second suggestion is that we should [next page] duly remember the practical wisdom of the old adage, fortified by long experience, which cautions all reformers not to forget that there is danger in attempting to stop an existing leak, a greater one may be the result. The third and last is, that in removing the old and inserting the new, we should strive to be quite certain that the real value and worth of the substitute comes up to the well established rule of maratime law applies to repairs on ships- “One third new for old.” I am now ready to proceed with the business before us.
Mr. Madigan introduced the following order
Ordered. That the Governor, the members of the Executive Council, the Judiciary Committee, and the members of the Legislature, generally are invited to make to this Commission, from time to time, such suggestions as they may deem proper, in aid of the work for which we are assembled, and that any citizen of the State who desires to propose any amendments to the Constitution of this State, or to submit any proposition in relation thereto, is requested to present his views to us by written communication and that a copy of this order be furnished to the Governor and Council to the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives
Which order was read and unanimously passed.

[Next page] On motion of Mr Gilbert
Voted. That no change be made in the manner of election of Secretary of State, Attorney General and Treasurer of state.
Adjourned to tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock.
Attest: Wm K. Kimball Secty.
[Next page] Constitutional Commission January 21, 1875
Met according to adjournment.
Reading of the Journal dispensed with
The Commission proceeded informally to discuss the principle of districting the State for Representatives to the Legislature, Whereupon Mr. Gilbert offered the following resolution,
Resolved. That representation in the lower House of the Legislature ought to be apportioned among the cities, towns and plantations in proportion to the population thereof:
That for the practical application of this principle it is expedient to provide in the fundamental law for the clasification of contiguous cities towns and plantations in representative districts entitled to elect one or more representatives.
And that it is also expedient to make a further provision for the practical and equitable solution of questions arising from large fractions resulting from the unequal population of cities, towns and districts.
Upon motion of Mr. Gilbert the resolve aforesaid was laid on the table and further discussion of that subject was suspended.
Adjourned to meet at 2 P.M.
[Next page] Thursday Afternoon
Met according to adjournment
[Recorded here by mistake] [See yesterdays Record] On motion of Mr. Gilbert
Voted- That no change [2] be made in the manner of election of Secretary of State, Attorney General, and Treasurer of State.
On motion of Mr. Gilbert
Ordered.- That all propositions relating to specific amendments of the Constitution be submitted in writing and it is further ordered that the Commission now proceed to consider such propositions as may be submitted in customary, parliamentary manner and to determine the same by major vote.
Provided that no amendment shall be adopted without a concurrency of six members
And provided further that the details of all amendments may be perfected by subsequent action,
Which order was read and passed.
Mr. Rust. introduced the following resolution
Resolved. That the Constitution be so amended as to provide for elections in November instead of September, [(Com. 3] as now; and that Messrs. Pike, Rust, and Madigan be a Committee for the purpose of preparing the proper amendments to carry this into effect commencing in November 1876.
Read and passed unanimously by Yays & Nays
[Next page] Mr. Gilbert introduced the following resolve
Resolved. That the election of Governor Senators and Representatives by this Constitution be biennial.
And on his motion the resolve was referred to the same [Com.] committee for proper draft.
Mr. Pike introduced the following resolve.
Resolved - That in the judgment of this Commission it is not necessary to amend the Constitution so as to have an election of Departmental officers by popular vote.
Read and passed.
Mr. Rust introduced the following resolve.
Resolved- That the Constitution be so amended that the Legislature shall convene on the first Wednesday of January biennially, and on his motion was referred to a committee consisting of Messrs. [com.] Pike, Rust, & Madigan, for proper draft.
Mr. Madigan introduced the following resolve.
Resolved- That the Governor be elected for the term of two years and shall be ineligible for the term next succeeding any term of service.
On the passage of the resolution the question was taken by yeas and nays and the Resolve was refused a passage as follows,
In the afirmative Mr Madigan in the negative Messrs. Gilbert, Haines, Kent, Kimball, Pike, and Rust. 
[Next page] Mr. Pike offered the following resolution
Resolved- that in the judgment of this Commission there is no need of any amendment of the Constitution relative to the veto power. Read and passed Yeas Six Nays one. Mr. Madigan
On motion of Mr. Gilbert,
The resolve offered by him relating to representation in the lower House of the Legislature was taken from the table and pending its consideration the Commission voted to adjourn to tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock
Attest Wm. K. Kimball Secretary 
[Next page] Constitutional Commission Augusta Jany 22nd 1875
Commission met according to adjournment
Journal read and approved -
Mr. Haines offered the following resolve as an amendment to Mr. Gilbert’s resolution relating to the manner of districting the State for Representatives to the State Legislature.
Resolved- That after Article 4th of Amendments the following clause be added- Representatives thus assigned to each County shall be apportioned among the several Cities. Towns and Plantations duly organized, as near as may be, according to the number of inhabitants; and cities may be divided, and Towns and such Plantations shall be classed, as conveniently as may be, into districts.
On motion of Mr. Haines the amendment was laid upon the table.
Mr. Gilbert submitted the following order-
Ordered- That the several pending propositions relating to the apportionment of Representatives be referred to a committee of three to be appointed by the chair with instructions to draft provisions to be substituted for the third section of Article 4th Part 1st and report on Tuesday next and that in the mean time any member of the Commission may submit a draft relating to the same matter. The order was read and refused a passage. 
[Next page] Mr. Haines offered the following resolve
Resolved- That it is not expedient to change the Constitution in relation to the apportionment of Representatives to Counties.
To which resolution Mr. Gilbert offered the following amendment that Section 3 of the 1st Part of Article 4th of the Constitution ought to be wholly abrogated and a new section relating to the apportionment of the Representatives substituted therefor,
The amendment was adopted and the resolution as amended the yeas and nays having been ordered, passed as follows.
Yeas, Messrs. Haines, Kimball Madigan, Pike, Rust.
Nays Messrs. Gilbert, Kent.
Mr. Madigan offered the following resolve.
[Rule] Resolved That that portion of the resolve of Mr. Gilbert relating to the concurrent vote of six members, relates to the final vote upon the adoption or non-adoption of an amendment, and not to the preliminary votes or action touching any question relative to a proposed amendment.
Upon which the Yeas and Nays were ordered and the resolution passed by the following vote,
Yeas, Messrs. – Haines, Kimball, Madigan Rust.
Nays Messrs.- Gilbert, Kent, Pike.
Voted- To reconsider the vote by which the resolve of Mr. Haines as amended by the amendment of 
[next page] Mr. Gilbert was passed.
The resolve as amended was then read and failed to pass by the following vote.
Yeas. Messrs.- Haines, Kimball, Madigan.
Nays. Messrs. – Gilbert, Kent, Pike, Rust.
On motion adjourned to 2 o’clock P.M.
Friday Afternoon
Met according to adjournment.
Mr. Rust offered the following resolve.
Resolved- That Section 7 of Article 9 of the Constitution as amended should be abrogated, which resolve was read and the yeas and nays being ordered was refused a passage by the following vote
Yeas, Mr. Gilbert
Nays, Messrs. Haines, Kent, Kimball Madigan Pike, Rust.
Mr. Gilbert offered the following resolve.
Resolved. That Section 8 of Article 9 of amendments to the Constitution should be abrogated.
Which resolution was read and the yeas and nays being ordered failed to pass by the following vote.
Yeas, Messrs.- Gilbert, Pike.
Nays, Messrs.- Haines, Kent, Kimball, Madigan, Rust
Mr. Rust offered the following resolve,
Resolved, That it is inexpedient to change the Constitution in 
[next page] regard to the election of Sheriffs and County Attorneys.
Which resolve was read and the yeas and nays being ordered was passed unanimously.
Yeas, Messrs. - Gilbert, Haines, Kent, Kimball, Madigan, Pike, and Rust.
Nays, - None
Mr. Haines offered the following resolve.
Resolved. That corporations may be formed under general laws but shall not be created by Special Acts except for Municipal purposes, and in cases where in the judgment of the Legislature the objects of the Corporation cannot be obtained under general laws.
On motion of Mr. Rust this resolution was referred to a Committee to be appointed by the President of which committee the [(Com.)] President should be chairman. The President announced the Committee Messrs. Kent, Haines, Pike.
Mr. Haines offered the following resolve.
Resolved. That in all elections where more than one officer of the same grade is to be elected each qualified voter may cast as many votes for one candidate as there officers to be elected of the same grade, or may distribute the same or equal parts of thereof among the candidates as he shall see fit;
And the [next page] candidates highest in vote shall be declared elected.
On motion of Mr. Haines this resolve was laid on the table.
Mr. Gilbert offered the following resolve.
Resolved- That it is expedient that the office of Land Agent be abolished, and that any duties thereto relating and hereafter remaining, be transferred, to the Treasury Department.
Read and passed.
The same gentleman introduced the following resolve.
Resolved- That Section 1. of Article 2. be amended by striking out the word “paupers” after the word “excepting”.
The resolution was read and the yeas and nays being ordered is failed to pass by the following vote.
Yeas, Messrs.- Gilbert, Haines, Madigan.
Nays. Messrs.- Kent, Kimball, Pike, Rust.
Mr. Haines offered the following resolve
Resolved- That it is expedient to confer upon the Governor the power to remove Sheriffs and County Attorneys within the term for which they shall have been elected, giving to such officer a copy of the charges against him and an opportunity of being heard in his defence. And the Governor upon making such removal shall spread the reasons for the same [next page] upon the record.
On motion of Mr. Haines the resolve was laid upon the table.
Voted to adjourn to tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.
Attest
Wm. K. Kimball Secretary.
Augusta Jan. 23rd 1875. 9 ½ o clock AM -
The Commission met according to adjournment and upon call of the roll, it appearing that no Quorum was present voted to adjourn to Monday January 25th AM 1875. at 4 o’clock PM.
Attest
Wm. K. Kimball
Augusta Jan 25th 1875. 4 ½ o’clock PM.
The Commission met according to adjournment and there being no Quorum present, adjourned to tomorrow morning at 9 ½ o’clock
Attest
Wm. K. Kimball Secty. 
[Next page] Augusta. Tuesday Jan 26th 75
Commission met according to Adjournment, All the members being present.
Journal read and approved.
Mr. Madigan offered the following resolve
Resolved That a Committee of five be [Com. 5] appointed by the chair to consider [25] the expediency of equalizing and increasing the representation of the State with a view to shortening the sessions of the Legislature, and diminishing the expense thereof and to frame such amendment to the Constitution as they may deem advisable.
To which resolution Mr. Talbot offered the following amendment,
The House of Representatives shall [26] consist of _ _ _ _ _ _ members to be elected by the qualified electors for two _ _ _ _ _ from the day next preceding the first meeting of each Legislature. The existing apportionment of Representatives among the several cities, towns, and plantations of this State shall continue until the next apportionment of Representatives shall be made by the Legislature. The Legislature which shall first be convened under this Constitution, shall on or before the [11] [two and a half blank lines] and the Legislature within every subsequent period [next page] of at most ten and at less five years shall cause the number of the inhabitants of the State to be ascertained exclusive of foreigners not naturalized and indians not taxed. The number of Representatives shall at the several periods of making such enumerations be fixed and apportioned first among the counties and the number apportioned to each county among the several cities towns and plantations as near as may be according to the numbers of said inhabitants. There shall be as many Representative Districts in each county as the number of Representatives apportioned to said county, provided that where any town or ward of any city has inhabitants enough to entitle is upon an equal apportionment to two or more Representatives, then the number of Representatives apportioned to such town or ward shall be the number it is entitled.
Provided also that if in making up Representative Districts by uniting towns and the wards of cities there should be one or more Representative apportioned to a county more than the number of districts, then the Legislature shall determine during what years, during the next ten years one or more Representatives shall be assigned to and elected by the several Representative Districts so established
To which amendment Mr. Gilbert offered the following
[Next page] Resolved. That Section 2. Article 4. Part First of the Constitution as amended by Article four of the amendments to the Constitution ought to be wholly abrogated. Also that Section 3 of the same article ought to be wholly abrogated.
Resolved. That in place of the said [27] two Sections the following provisions be inserted to wit:
The House of Representatives shall consist of one hundred and fifty one members to be elected by the qualified electors
And it shall be the duty of every Legislature assembling next after the taking of the Census of the State by the federal government to apportion the Representatives among the several counties in the following manner. The whole number of the inhabitants of the State as ascertained by the last previous census shall be divided by one hundred and fifty-one. The number of inhabitants of each county, shall then be divided by the quotient resulting from the division first mentioned, and each county shall be entitled to the number of Representatives expressed by the respective quotients resulting from such division, of the populations of the several counties. In case the sum of the several quotients thus obtained does not reach the number of one hundred and fifty one the number necessary to be added to the number apportioned in manner [next page] aforesaid shall be divided one to each among an equal number of counties having the largest remainders in the primary apportionment And the Representatives so apportioned among the several counties as aforesaid shall be apportioned among the cities, towns, and organized plantations in the several counties as nearly in proportion to the population thereof as may be. And to that end, cities, towns or plantations may be classed having such regard to contiguity or proximity as justly and conveniently may be into districts; and each such district shall elect such number of Representatives as the Legislature when making such clasification shall assign to it. -
Mr. Robbins offered the following resolve.
[29] Resolved, That the Constitution should recognize population as the basis of representation.
Resolved, That the Constitution may recognize county lines as a convenient device for the apportionment of Representatives.
Resolved, That the Constitution should require the division of counties into districts according to population.
Resolved, The fractions which may be found to remain [next page] over the number required for the sending of the Representatives shall be represented by Representatives chosen by the people of the State at large.
Mr. Rust offered the following resolve.
[28] Resolved, That it is inexpedient to change the present method of apportionment of the Representatives to the Legislature
Voted to adjourn to 2 o’clock P.M.
Tuesday P.M.
Met according to adjournment.
Mr. Gilbert moved that all the above resolutions except No. 28 offered by Mr. Rust be laid upon the table, which motion passed unanimously.
The resolution No. 28. offered by Mr. Rust was then taken from the table for consideration and the Yeas and Nays being ordered was refused a passage by the following vote.
Yeas, Messrs. Pike, Libbey, Rust.
Nays, Messrs. Gilbert, Haines Kent, Kimball Madigan Robbins and Talbot.
The following resolve was then offered
Resolved, That the number of Representatives [30] remain as at present 151 members, which resolution was passed by Yeas and Nays as follows.
[Next page] Yeas. Gilbert, Libbey, Kent, Kimball, Pike Robbins, Rust
Nays. Haines, Madigan, and Talbot.
The following resolve was then offered.
Resolved, That the apportionment [31] of Representatives shall first be made to counties as now provided in the Constitution and the Yeas and nays, being ordered was passed by the following vote
Yeas. Messrs. Haines Kent, Kimball, Libbey Madigan, Pike Robbins, Rust and Talbot.
Nay Gilbert. -
The following resolve was then offered.
Resolved, That that part of Sec. [32] 3 Article 4 which provides for a ratio of 1500 and an increasing ratio and limiting the number of Representatives to 7 out to be changed. - Which resolution the yeas and nays being ordered was passed by the following vote.
Yeas, Messrs. Gilbert, Haines, Kent, Kimball Madigan, Robbins, Rust and Talbot.
Nays, Libbey and Pike.
The following resolution was then offered
Resolved, That the Counties be divided [33] into single Districts so far as is can be done without dividing towns or any ward of a city which resolve the yeas and nays being ordered [next page] was passed by the following vote.
Yeas, Messrs. Gilbert Haines, Kimball, Libbey Madigan, Pike, Robbins Rust and Talbot.
Nay, Kent. -
Mr. Talbot then offered the following resolution which was read and passed
Resolved, That resolutions numbered [34] 25, 26, 27, and 29 now lying on [(Com.)] the table together with the resolution just adopted numbered 30, 31, 32 and 33 be referred to a Committee of three appointed by the chair to be reported to the Commission in the form of amendments to the Constitution. Thereupon the chair announced Messrs. Talbot, Gilbert and Haines, as the committee referred to in said resolve.
Mr. Gilbert offered the following resolve
Resolved, That the first period of [35] Section 10 of the bill of rights be stricken out and Article 2 of amendments to the constitution inserted in its place,
and by his motion laid on the table.


[Next page] Mr. Libbey offered the following resolve.
Resolved, That it is expedient to [36] amend the constitution by incorporating therein the following propositions No. 1 to 6 inclusive 
1st. - The Legislature shall have the power to alter, amend, revoke or annul any charter of incorporation existing and revokable as the adoption of this article or any that may hereafter be created whenever in their opinion it may be injurious to the citizens of this State in such manner however that no injustice shall be done to the incorporation or corporations. 
2nd. All existing charters or grants of special or exclusive priviledge under which a bona fide organization shall not have taken place and business been commenced in good faith at the time of the adoption of this amendment shall be subject to the provisions of this Constitution.
3d - The exercise of the rights of eminent domain shall never be abridged or so construed as to prevent the Legislature from taking the property and franchises of incorporated companies or grants of special or exclusive priviledges and subjecting them to public use the same as other property.
4th. No corporation in existance at the time of the adoption of this article shall have the benefits of any future legislation by [next page] general or special law, granting any rights priviledge or immunity except on condition of complete exceptance of the provisions of this Constitution and the general law of this State.
5th The power to tax corporations and corporate property shall not be surrendered or suspended by any contract or grant to which the state shall be a party
6th. All railroads canals and tollbridges shall be public highways and all railroads and canal companies shall be common carriers. Every railroad company shall have the right with its road to intersect connect with or cross any other railroad and to connect as the line of this State with railroads of other States And they shall receive and transport each the others passengers, freights, and freight cars loaded or empty without discrimination or unreasonable delay.
On motion of Mr. Libbey the foregoing resolve was laid on the table
Mr. Gilbert offered the following resolve.
Resolved That it is expedient that [37] the Governor have power to commute the sentences of persons convicted of any offence and to grant conditional pardons under such regulations as the Legislature shall from time to time prescribe,
Which resolution was read and passed [next page] and referred to a Committee consisting [(Com.)] of Messrs Gilbert, Robbins and Madigan [Com.] for proper draft.
Mr. Pike offered the following resolve
Resolved That the Constitution be [28] be amended so that the Executive Council be abolished.
Pending the consideration of which
Voted to adjourn.
Attest
Wm. K. Kimball Secretary. 
[Next page] Augusta. Wed. Jan 27th ‘75
Commission met according to adjournment. All the members present
Journal read and approved
Mr. Haines offered the following resolve.
Resolved, That municipal corporations [40] shall not give money, lend their credit incur any liability or raise money by taxation except for municipal purposes.
Mr. Madigan offered an amendment number 41 which was adopted-
Mr Gilbert offered an amendment to Mr. Madigan’s amendment. – Adopted
The resolve of Mr. Haines as amended was referred to a committee for draft [(Com.)] consisting Messrs. Haines, Libbey and Madigan.
Mr. Talbot offered resolve number 43 relating to bribery at elections.
Voted to Adjourn to 2 ½ o’clock P.M.
[Next page] Wednesday P.M. 
Met according to adjournment
All the members present
Messrs. Kimball, Libbey and others offered amendments to Mr. Talbot’s resolve numbered 43. when it was
Ordered, That the resolve and the several pending amendments be referred to a committee [com] consisting of Messrs. Talbot, Libbey and Pike, to report a draft.
Voted to take from the table resolve numbered 38. relating to the abolition of the Executive Council and the yeas and nays being ordered the resolve passed by the following vote.
Yeas Haines, Kimball, Libby, Madigan Pike Robbins, Rust, Talbot
Nays Gilbert, Kent.
Voted to refer the resolve to the proper committee for draft [com] of which Mr. Pike is chairman.
Mr. Robbins offered resolve numbered 47 as to the form of the report of this Commission to the Legislature. and on his motion laid on the table.
Mr. Rust, offered resolve numbered 48. as to expediency of electing senators by plurality vote
Voted to adjourn until tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.
Attest: Wm K. Kimball Secty.

[Next page] Augusta, Thursday. Jan. 28. 1875.
Commission met according to adjournment. - All the members present.
Journal read and approved.
The resolution of Mr. Rust No. 48 was taken from the table, which resolve is as follows:
Resolved, That the constitution shall [48] be amended in the fifth section of the first part of the fourth article by striking out the words “a majority of all the” and inserting instead thereof the words “the highest number of” and by striking out the words “a majority” where they again occur in the same section and inserting instead thereof the words “the highest number” also in the fourth section of the second part of the fourth article by striking out the words “a majority of the” and inserting instead thereof “the highest number of also in the fifth section of the second part of the fourth article by striking out the words “a majority” and inserting instead thereof “the highest number.”
And the yeas and nays being ordered on the passage of said resolve is passed by the following Vote,
Yeas. Haines Kimball Libby Madigan Pike Rust & Talbot.
Nays Gilbert Kent. Robbins. 
[Next page] Voted to take from the table resolve numbered 47 which is as follows
Resolved, That the report of this [47] Commission to the Legislature shall embrace in addition to specific changes recommended a draft of the Constitution which shall embody and codify the amendment heretofore made and which shall be made by us; so that the results of our work may be distinctly exhibited,
Which resolution was refused a passage the yeas and nays being ordered by the following vote,
Yeas. Messrs. Gilbert Robbins.
Nays. Haines, Kent, Kimball, Libbey Madigan, Pike, Rust and Talbot.
Mr. Pike offered the following resolve
Resolved, That the constitution [50] be amended so that the Governor shall be elected by plurality of votes instead of majority as now,
Which resolve the yeas and nays being ordered passed by the following vote.
Yeas. Haines Kimball, Madigan, Pike, Rust, Talbot.
Nays. Gilbert, Kent, Libbey, Robbins.
Mr. Libbey introduced resolution numbered 51 relating to verdicts of juries in civil suits – Laid on table.



[Next page] The following resolution was then offered by the President.
Resolved, That Article 10th of the amendments be condensed into a general provision for soldiers voting under such laws as the Legislature may enact for that purpose, citizens of this State absent therefore in the military service of the United States and not in the regular army of the United States being otherwise qualified electors shall be allowed to vote on the Tuesday next after first Monday of November- biennially for Governors, Senators Judges and Registers of Probate and all other County officers as such times and places under such rules and regulations as the Legislature may prescribe.
This resolution was read and passed.
Voted to take from the table No. 36. on subject of corporations pending the discussion of which voted to adjourn to 2 o’clock P.M.
[Next page] Thursday P.M.
Met according to adjournment. All the members present.
The following resolve was substituted for proposition No. 1. of resolve No. 36.
Resolved, The Legislature shall [36] not hereafter insert in any charter or act of incorporation any provision which shall exempt such corporation from the operation of any existing general law in relation to the power of the Legislature to amend, alter or repeal acts of incorporation. Which resolution was read and passed
The 2nd proposition was then by leave withdrawn.
Proposition 3. of No. 36. was refused a passage yeas 5 nays 5.
Proposition 4 of resolve No. 36 was refused a passage by yeas 2 Nays 8.
Voted to adjourn to 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.
Attest: Wm. K. Kimball Secty
[Next page] Augusta. Friday Jan. 29. 75
Commission met according to adjournment- All the members present.
Journal read and approved. -
Mr. Rust offered resolve numbered 54, as a substitute for Mr. Haines’ proposition as to the removal of Sheriffs and County Attorneys – Pending the consideration of which Mr. Libbey offered resolve No. 55. which together with the several propositions upon the subject of removals of elective officers was referred to a committee [Com.] consisting of Messrs Haines, Talbot and Gilbert.
Mr. Robbins then offered No. 56, as follows
Resolved, That Article 1 Sec. 3. of the Constitution should be amended by striking out the words “and all religious Societies in this State whether incorporate or unincorporate shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing their public teachers and contracting with them for their support and maintance”.
Mr. Robbins offered the following resolve
Resolved That Article 8 of the constitution should be amended by striking out the words “and it shall further be their duty to encourage and suitably endow from time to time as the circumstances of the people may authorize all Academys, Colleges and Seminaries of learning within the state [next page] provided that no donation, grant or endowment shall at any time be made by the Legislature to any literary institution now established or which may hereafter be established unless at the time of making such endowment the Legislature of the State shall have the right to grant further powers to alter limit or restrain any of the powers vested in any such literary institution as ‘shall be judged necessary to promote the best interests thereof.
The yeas and nays being ordered the resolution failed to pass by the following vote.
Yeas, Gilbert, Kimball, Pike Robbins, Rust.
Nays, Haines, Kent Libby, Madigan, Talbot. 
Adjourned to 2 o’clock P.M.
Friday P.M. Met according to adjournment.
Mr. Libbey offered the following resolve
Resolved. That it is expedient to amend article 8. of the constitution by striking out the following words “and it shall further be their duty to” and insert instead thereof the following “And in their discretion may so that the section shall read as follows
Which Resolve was passed Yeas 6. Nays 4 & Referred to Mr. Libbey for Draft -
[next page] The President from the committee to which the subject was referred for draft submitted the following report
Constitutional Commission
Augusta January 28. 1875.
It was voted that the following amendment of the Constitution be proposed to the Legislature to be added to Article 4. Part 3d of the Constitution.
Section 13. The Legislature shall from time to time provide as far as practicable by general laws for all matters appertaining to special or private legislation
Section 14. Corporations may be formed under general laws but shall not be created by special acts of the Legislature except for municipal purposes and in cases where the objects of the corporation cannot be attained under general laws,
Which report was read and the Yeas and Nays being ordered passed unanimously.
Mr. Libbey called up proposition 5. of No. 36 pending the consideration of which voted to
Adjourn to tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.
Attest: Wm. K. Kimball Secty -


[Next page] Augusta, Saturday, Jan. 30 ’75.
Commission met according to adjournment
Mr. Haines absent.
Journal read and approved.
[60]
Mr. Talbot offered resolve relating to biennial election of Governor and all other State and county officers, [Com.] and on his motion referred to Committee having that subject under consideration.
Same gentleman offered the following resolve,
Resolved, That the Constitution ought to be so amended that women shall be electors under the same regulations and restrictions [women.] as are now applied to men, the resolution was read and the yeas and nays being ordered was refused a passage as follows
Yeas. Pike, Talbot,
Nays. Gilbert, Kent, Kimball, Madigan, Robbins, Rust. -
Voted to consider proposition No. 5. of No. 36 offered by Mr. Libby, to which proposition Mr. Madigan offered the following amendment.
Resolved, That for the purpose of encouraging manufacturers it shall be permitted to towns by two-thirds vote to exempt from taxation for a period of not more than ten year property invested in manufacturers to an extent not exceeding [next page] five per cent of their valuation, which resolve was read and the yeas and nays being ordered was refused a passage by the following vote,
Yeas. Kent, Madigan, Pike.
Nays. Gilbert, Kimball, Libbey Robbins, Rust and Talbot.
Proposition No. 5 was then read and passed -
[62] Mr. Gilbert then offered resolve No. 62. as an amendment to Mr. Libbeys 2nd proposition No. 36, which resolve was as follows.
And in order to place the matter of the taxation of Railroad corporations upon a well defined and permanent basis a provision out to be inserted in the constitution declaring all lands of such corporation whether acquired by gift, purchase by devotien[?] under the statute or otherwise and whether held in fee or otherwise to be real estate and taxable as such under the laws of this State, upon which the yeas and nays being ordered it was refused a passage by the following vote,
Yeas _ Gilbert, Madigan, Pike, Robbins,
Nays. _ Kent Kimball, Libbey Rust, Talbot,
Thereupon resolve No. 36 with its several propositions as amended was referred to Mr. Libby for proper draft-
Adjourned to Monday 4 o’clock P.M.
Attest: Wm K. Kimball Secty. 
[Next page] Augusta, February 1. 1875.
Present. Messrs. Libbey and Kimball, and it appearing that no quorum was present the Commission Adjourned to tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.
Attest:
Wm K. Kimball Secty. 
Augusta. Tues. Feb. 2. 1875.
Present: Haines, Kent, Kimball, Libbey Madigan, Pike Robbins & Rust.
Voted to take up proposition No. 6. of Mr Libbey’s Resolve No. 36. when Mr. Kimball offered the following,
Resolved, That proposition No. 6 of Mr. Libbey’s resolve No. 36. be amended by striking therefrom the four first lines to and including the word “barriers”
Which amendment on his motion was laid on the table.
Voted to take from the table No. 51. authorizing a less number than twelve to render a verdict in civil causes, and by leave of the Commission the resolve was withdrawn by its mover.
Voted to adjourn to 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.
Attest: Wm K. Kimball Secty. -
[Next page] Augusta. Wed. Feb. 3d. 1875.
All of the members present.
Mr. Robbins [Robins] offered resolve No. 64. relating [64] to the subject of education and article 8th of the Constitution which on motion of Mr. Gilbert was referred to a committee consisting of Messrs. Gilbert, Robbins & [Com.] Libbey.
On motion of Mr. Haines No. 56 is referred to Messrs. Robbins Haines and Madigan.
Mr. Rust offered resolve No. 65. relating to the qualifications of electors, and the resolve was referred to the committee having that subject under consideration.
Mr. Talbot offered No. 66. -  relating to the appointment of Judges of Probate and Municipal Judges by the Executive- read and referred to [Com.] Committee consisting of Messrs Gilbert, Haines and Libby.
Voted to take from the table proposition No. 6. of Mr. Libbey’s resolve No. 36. and the amendment offered by Mr. Kimball, was refused a passage the yeas and nays being ordered upon the original proposition it was refused a passage by the following vote
Yeas – Gilbert, Libbey, Robbins, Talbot.
Nays. Haines, Kent, Kimball Madigan Pike and Rust.
Voted to take up resolve offered by Mr. Madigan No. 63. as follows.
Resolved, That for the encouragement [next page] of manufactures the Legislature may authorize municipal corporations by a two thirds vote to exempt for a period not exceeding ten years, property to be thereafter invested therein in manufactures to an amount not exceeding five per cent of their State valuation,
Which resolve being read was refused a passage.
Voted to adjourn to tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock A.M.
Attest:
Wm K. Kimball Secty
[Next page] Augusta, Thurs. Feb. 4. 1875.
All of the members present.
[62] Mr. Madigan offered resolve No. 62.
Resolved, That for the encouragement of manufactures the Legislature may authorize municipal corporations by a two thirds vote to exempt for a period not exceeding ten years property to be thereafter invested therein and before that time not taxed in said municipalities to an amount not exceeding five per cent of their State valuation which resolve being read was refused a passage
Yeas. Haines, Kent, Kimball Madigan Pike
Nays, Gilbert, Libbey Robins Rust, Talbot.
[63] Mr. Gilbert offered No. 63 as an amendment to the Schedule which was read and referred to a committee consisting of Messrs. Kent, Gilbert and Libbey 
Mr. Talbot chairman of committee having that subject under consideration to vis: The removal of officers by the Governor offered the following report.
Section 1. The Governor may suspend from office, the State Treasurer, The Attorney General, and any Sheriff, County Attorney General, and any Sheriff, County Attorney, County Commissioners, Register of Probate, or Register of Deeds, for insanity, or imbecility or for corrupt practices or gross and wilful non feasance of malfeasance in office,


[next page] after such offices shall have been furnished with specifications of the charges against him, and has had opportunity to be heard in defence; and may appoint another person to perform the duties of such suspended officer
Section 2. If there shall be no Session of the Legislature after said suspension, and before the expiration of the term of office of said suspended officer then such suspension shall be an absolute removal of such officer. But if there be a session of the Legislature after said suspension and before the expiration of the term of office of such suspended officer such suspension shall not be a removal from office unless the Legislature after the examination of the charges which the governor shall submit to it, shall sanction the action of the governor. No person removed from office with the sanction of the Legislature shall be again eligible to the same office. Vacancies in said offices by reason of removal shall be filled by appointment or by election by the Legislature or by the people at the next election for Governor, Senators and Representatives, as the Constitution or law may prescribe in relation to said officers.
Which report being read was adopted by the following vote.
[Next page] Yeas. Messrs. Haines Kent Kimball, Libbey Madigan Robins Rust & Talbot.
Nays. Messrs. Gilbert & Pike.
Mr. Haines offered report upon Restrictions upon municipal corporations
Section 1. Municipal corporations shall not give money or property, lend their credit, incur any liability or raise money by taxation, except for municipal purposes. Provided however that any such corporation by a two thirds vote at a legal meeting called for the purpose, may raise by tax, or loan a sum of money not exceeding five per cent of its regular state valuation at the time, in aid of the construction of railroads; And that any such debt shall be paid within twenty years by annual taxation of no less than five per cent with accruing interest.
Which report was read and the yeas and nays being ordered passed unanimously
Mr. Libbey offered the following amendment to Article 9 of the Constitution by striking out Section 8. and inserting instead thereof the following,
Section 8. The legislature shall never, in any manner, suspend or surrender the power of taxation.
[Next page] Section 9. All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects and shall be levied and collected under general laws.
Pending the consideration of which Report,
Voted to adjourn to tomorrow morning at 9 ½ o’clock AM -
Attest:
Wm. K. Kimball Secretary.
Augusta. Friday Feby 5th 1875
Commission met as per adjournment. all the members being present -
Voted to proceed to the consideration of Report No 4. offered by Mr Libbey – which being amended is as follows –
Amendment to Article Nine –
Amend Section 8. of Article 9 by inserting after the word “Real” the words “and personal.” So that the Section as amended shall read as follows –
Sec. 8 – All taxes, upon real, and personal estate, [illegible], by authority of this State shall be apportioned and [illegible, same word], equally, according to the great value thereof – 
Amend said Article further by adding the following –
Section 9
The Legislature shall never, in any manner, suspend, or surrender, the power of taxation –
Which Amendments, being recvd & the Yeas & Nays being ordered, were adopted by the following vote –
Yeas Mrs.[?] Haines, Kent, Kimball Libbey Robins, Rust & Talbot = 7
Nays Mrs[?] Gilbert, Madigan, and Pike = 3
[Next page] Hon Talbot from Committee offered Report No 5. upon the subject of Bribery at Elections as follows –
II. No person who shall [5] receive, inspect, or offer to receive, or pay, offer, or promise to pay, contribute, offer, or promise, to contribute, to another, to be paid, or used, any money, or other valuable thing, as a compensation, or reward for the giving or withholding, a vote, at an election; or who shall make any promise to influence the giving or withholding any such vote, or who shall make or become directly or indirectly interested in any bet, or wager, depending upon the result of any election, shall vote at such election. And upon challenge for such cause, the person challenged, before the officers authorized for that purpose shall receive his vote, shall swear or affirm before such officers, that he has not received, or offered, does not expect to receive, has not paid, offered or promised to pay and does not intend to pay, contributed, offered or promised to contribute, and does not intend to contribute to another, to be paid or used, any money, or other valuable thing, as a compensation, or reward, for the giving, or withholding, a vote, at such election, and has not made any promise to influence the giving, or withholding any such vote, or made to become directly, or indirectly interested in any bet, or wager depending upon the result of such election –
Section 2nd
The Legislature, at the Session thereof, next after the adoption, of this Section shall and from time to time thereafter may, enact laws, including from the right of suffrage, perpetually, or for a term of years, all persons, convicted of bribery, at any election, or of voting, at any election, under the influence of a bribe –
Which Report, being read, was adopted by a unanimous vote –
[4] Took up report No. 4
Taxation
Section 8 of Article 9 shall be amended by inserting after the word “real” the words “and personal” so that the [next page] Section as amended shall read as follows:
Section 8. All taxes upon real and personal estate assessed by authority of this State shall be apportioned and assessed equally according to the just value thereof said article shall be further amended by adding the following:
Section 9. The Legislature shall never in any manner suspend or surrender the power of taxation.
And the report being read and the yeas and nays being ordered was passed by the following vote
Yeas. Messrs. Haines, Kent, Kimball, Libbey Robins, Rust, Talbot.
Nays: Gilbert, Madigan, Pike.
Report No. 6. upon subject of November Election was taken from the table and passed unanimously as follow 
Section 1. The election of such State and county officers as are chosen by popular vote shall be on the Tuesday next after the first Monday of November commencing in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six
Section 2. Section 4 of Article 2 is hereby abrogated. Section 4 of Article 10 is amended by striking [next page] out the word “September” and substituting therefor the word “November.” Section 7 of Article 9. of the Amendments is amended by striking out the words “on the second Monday of September” and further amended by substituting the word “November” for the word “September” in the seventh line of said section as printed in the Revised Statutes of 1871. Section 9 of the same Article is amended by substituting for the words “the second Monday in September” the words “the Tuesday next after the first Monday of November,” the second paragraph of Article 10 of the Amendments relative to the vote of citizens in the military service, is amended by substituting for the words “Second Monday of September” in the eleventh line as printed in the Revised Statutes of 1871. the words “on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November the same article is further amended in page 53 in the twentieth line by striking out the words “Second Monday in September” and substituting therefor the words Tuesday next after the first Monday in November”-
Report No. 7. upon Biennial Elections & Biennial Sessions. was then considered
The Governor, Senators, and Representatives shall be elected biennially and hold office two years from the first Wednesday of January next succeeding their election, and the Legislature at the first Session next after the adoption of this Article, shall make all [next page] needful provisions by law in relation to the tenure of office of all county officers, the first election under this Article shall be in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six, and the Legislature, shall thereafter convene on the first Wednesday of January biennially
Section 4 of Article 2, Section 5 of Part 2 Article 4, Section 1 of Part 3. Article 4 Section 2 Part 2 Article 5, Section 1, Part 3, of Article 5, Section 1 of Part 4 Article 5, Section 4, Article 9, and Articles 9 and 10 of the Amendments are amended by substituting the word “Biennially” for the “annually” wherever it occurs.
Section 2 Part 1. Article 5, is amended by striking out all after the word “office” and substituting therefor “for two years from the first Wednesday of January next following the election.” Section 13 of the same Part and Article, Section 4 of Part 4 of same Article and Article 9 of the Amendments are amended by substituting the word “biennial” for the word “annual” wherever it occurs except in Section 8 in reference to Municipal and police Judges. Section four of Article 10 is amended by substituting the words “biennial meetings in the month of November” for the words “annual meetings in the month of September.” Article 10 of the Amendments is further amended in paragraph 2 as [next page] as printed in the Revised Statutes of 1871. relative to the voting of persons in the military service so that said paragraph shall read as follows:
“Citizens of this State absent therefrom in the military service of the United States and not in the regular army being otherwise qualified electors, shall be allowed to vote on the day fixed for the State election for such State and county officers as are chosen by popular vote under such rules and regulations as the Legislature may prescribe.”
Section 2. Part one of Article 4 is amended by striking out the words “for one year from the day next preceding the annual meeting of the Legislature and substituting therefor the words “for two years from the day next preceding the biennial meeting of the Legislature.”
Article 9 Section 7 of the amendments is amendments is amended by striking out the words “annual election on the second monday of September” and substituting therefor “biennial election on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November,” and is further amended by striking out the words “September election” and substituting therefor the words November election.
And the yeas and nays being ordered the same was adopted by the following vote Yeas. Kent, Kimball, Madigan, Pike Rust, Talbot
[Next page] Nays: Messrs. Gilbert, Haines Libbey Robins.
Voted to adjourn to 2 o’clock P.M.
Attest: Wm K. Kimball Secty 
Augusta. Feb. 5. 1875
Friday P.M.
Met according to adjournment.
All members present:
Report No. 8. relative to abrogation of Executive Council was offered and read as follows:
Section 1. Part 2nd of Article 5 is hereby abrogated.
Section 2. Section 5 of Article 4 Part 1. as amended and Section 4 of Article 4 Part 2 are hereby amended by striking out the words “and Council” and substituting therefor the words “Secretary of State and Attorney General.” Sections 8 & 11 of Article 5. Part 1. are amended by striking out the words “And with the advice and consensus of the Council.” Sections 3 & 4 of Article 5. Part 3 & Section 4 Part 4 of Article 5 are amended by striking out the words, “and Council.” Article 9 Section 1. is amended by striking out the words “and Councillors and Council” and the words or any Councilor. Section 4 of same Article is amended by striking out the words “and [next page] afterwards the two Houses shall elect the Council.” Section 5 of same Article is amended by striking out the words “with the advice of the Council;” And Section 6 of same Article is amended by striking out the word “Council.” Section 7, 8 & 10 of Article 9 of the amendments are each amended by striking out the words “with the advice and consent of the Council.”
Section 3. It shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide by law a (?) proper officer without whose whose sanction no money shall be drawn from the Treasury.
Upon the adoption of which report the yeas & nays being ordered, the same was adopted by the following vote
Yeas: Haines Kimball, Libby, Pike Robins, Rust, & Talbot,
Nays, Gilbert Kent, Madigan.
Mr. Gilbert offered report No. 9. Providing that Judges of Probate be appointed by the Governor which being read was re-committed for new draft.
Mr. Pike offered report No. 10. relative to Codification as follows. Section 6. Article 10 shall be amended by striking out the same & inserting instead thereof the following:
Section 6 after the amendments proposed herewith shall have been submitted to popular vote the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court shall arrange the Constitution, as amended [next page] under appropriate titles, and in proper Articles, Parts and Sections, omitting all Sections, Clauses, and words not in force and shall submit the same to the Legislature at its next Session and the draft and arrangements when approved by the Legislature shall be enrolled on parchment and deposited in the office of Secretary of State and printed copies thereof shall be prefixed to the books containing the laws of the State and the Constitution with amendments made thereto, in accordance with the provisions thereof shall be the supreme law of the state.
Section 7, Sections 1, 2 & 5. of Article 10 of the existing constitution, shall hereafter be omitted in any printed copies thereof, prefixed to the laws of the State; but this shall not impair the validity of acts under those Sections; and said section 5. shall remain in full force as part of the Constitution according to the stipulations of said section with the same effect as if contained in said printed copies.
Which report being read was passed unanimously.
Mr Rust offered report No. 11 relating to the election of Governor by plurality, which was read and re-committed for new draft. 
[Next page] Mr. Libbey offered report No. 12 as follows:
Section. The Legislature shall in all cases have the power to amend alter or repeal any charter or act of incorporation hereafter granted
Which report being read and the yeas & nays being ordered was refused a passage by the following vote Yeas Libbey & Talbot.
Nays Gilbert, Haines, Kent Kimball Madigan Pike Robins & Rust.
Mr. Rust offered report No. 13. relating to appointment of Judges of municipal courts, - recommitted for new draft.
Adjourned to tomorrow morning 9 o’clock A.M.
Attest: Wm. K. Kimball Secty 
[Next page] Augusta. Sat. Feb. 6th 1875.
Met as per adjournment
All members present.
Mr. Rust offered report No. 11 in a new draft as follows:
The Governor shall be elected by a plurality of votes given in by the qualified electors. the 3d Section of Article 5 Part first of the Constitution is amended by striking out the word “majority” wherever it occurs in said section and inserting instead thereof the word “plurality” which being read and the yeas and nays being offered was adopted by the following vote:
Yeas. – Haines, Kent, Kimball, Madigan Pike, Rust, & Talbot.
Nays. Gilbert, Libbey & Robins.
Mr. Rust also offered report as to election of Senators by plurality of vote.
Senators shall be elected by a plurality of the votes given in by the qualified electors
Sections 4 & 5 of Article 4 Part 2nd of the Constitution are amended by striking out the word “majority” wherever it occurs in said section and inserting instead thereof the word “plurality”.
Which being read and the yeas & nays being ordered by the following vote. 
[Next page] Yeas. Haines, Kent, Kimball Libbey, Madigan, Pike, Rust & Talbot.
Nays. Gilbert & Robins.
Mr. Talbot then offered resolves for the consideration of the Legislature, as to the mode of submitting proposed amendments to the people, which on his motion was refered to a Committee consisting of Talbot, Haines & Pike. for draft.
Mr. Libbey moved to re-consider vote by which Report No. 1 was passed which motion prevailed, and then offered as a substitute for Section 14. the following,
"Corporations shall be formed under general laws and shall not be created by special acts of the Legislature except for municipal purposes and in cases where the objects of the corporation cannot otherwise be attained, and however formed they shall forever be subject to the general laws of the State, which substitute was adopted unanimously.
Report No. 1 as then amended was passed unanimously.
Mr. Pike then offered report No. 13.
Section 10 of Article 9 of the amendments is hereby amended by striking out the words “Land Agent.”
Which being read was passed unanimously. 
[Next page] Mr. Libbey then offered Report No. 15. Section 7 of Article 6 is amended by striking out of the first line the words “Judges and.”
The following section is added to said Article.
Section 9. Judges of Probate shall be appointed by the Executive Power in the same manner as other Judicial officers and shall hold their offices for the term of four years provided however that the present incumbents shall hold their offices for the term for which they were elected.
Which report being read and the yeas & nays being ordered was adopted by the following vote.
Yeas. Haines, Kent, Kimball Libbey Robins, Rust, & Talbot.
Nays. Madigan, Pike.
Mr. Libbey offered report No. 16. –
The Constitution shall be amended by striking out Section 8 of Article 6. & inserting the following
Section 8. Judges of Municipal & Police Courts shall be appointed by the executive power in the same manner as other Judicial officers and shall hold their offices for the term of four years. Provided however, that the present incumbents shall hold their offices for the term for which they were elected.
Which report being read was passed unanimously. 
[Next page] Mr. Talbot offered the following report.
Number 14.
Apportionment of Representatives.
Section 2 & 3 of Article 4 Part 1st & Article four of the Amendments shall be stricken out and the following inserted in lieu thereof
The House of Representatives shall consist of one hundred & fifty-one members to be elected by the qualified electors and to hold their offices during the same term as the Governor and Senators.
The existing apportionment of representatives among the several cities towns and plantations of this State shall continue until the next apportionment of representatives shall be made by the Legislature.
The legislature after the first day of January. and before the fifteenth day of August in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one, and within every subsequent period of at most ten years and at least five years shall cause the number of the inhabitants of the State to be ascertained exclusive of foreigners not naturalized, and indians not taxed and for that purpose may adopt the census last taken by authority of the government of the United States.
The legislature shall at the several periods of making the enumeration of said inhabitants apportion the whole number of representatives, first among the counties, [next page] and the number apportioned to each county among the several representative districts thereof, as nearly as may be, according to the number of said inhabitants.
There shall be as many representative districts in each county as the number of representatives apportioned to such county, said districts to be made as nearly as may be by uniting contiguous teritory and without dividing any town or ward of any city provided that where any town or the ward of any city shall have inhabitants enough to entitle it upon an equal apportionment to more than one representative then the number of representatives apportioned to said town or ward shall be the number to which it is so entitled provided also; that if in making up representatives districts by uniting, towns & the wards of cities there should be more representatives apportioned to a county, than the number of representative districts, then the Legislature, in apportioning the representatives to the districts of a county, may and shall determine what years during the next ten years such excess in the number of representatives shall be assigned to and elected by the several representative districts so established, having the largest excess of said inhabitants above the equal ratio of representation [next page] for the whole county:
Provided also that in case single representative districts cannot be so made out of contigious territory, then the Legislature may make representative districts to which no more than two representatives may be apportioned, if the aggregate of said inhabitants, therein, shall entitle them thereto.
The Legislature shall not alter the right of representation so established until the next general apportionment unless it shall become necessary or convenient upon the division or anexation of towns.
Which report being read and the yeas and nays being ordered was passed by the following vote. Yeas. Haines, Kent, Kimball, Madigan Pike, Robins, Rust & Talbot. Nay. Libbey. -
Mr. Robins offered report No. 19. as follows:
A general defusion of the advantages of education being essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people, to promote this important object the Legislature are authorized and it shall be their duty to require the several towns to make provision for the support and maintenance of common schools at their own expense and by such other measures as the Legislature at its discretion may devise to establish and [next page] maintain a system of public instruction for the common benefit of all the people, provided however that no appropriation hall be made in aid of any town which does not raise its due proportion for the support of its schools as may be designated by law; and further provided that the legislature shall make no appropriation for the benefit of institutions of learning other than those included in the system of public instruction aforesaid.
Which report being read and the yeas and nays being ordered was refused a passage less than six members voting therefore as follows
Yeas. Kent, Kimball, Libbey Robins, and Rust
Nays. Haines, Madigan Pike & Talbot
A resolve was offered that Messrs Kent, Haines, Talbot, Libbey and Kimball be a committee to examine the several amendments to the constitution adopted by this Commission and prepare a report of the same for submission to the Legislature
Also that the same Committee be directed to prepare resolves to be submitted to the Legislature directing the manner in which such of said amendments as the Legislature may approve in the manner aforesaid [next page] by the Constitution shall be submitted to and be voted upon by the people
And the same committee are requested to make up the Pay-roll of the members of the Commission
Which resolve was read and passed unanimously.
Mr. Robins offered No. 19. as follows.
Article one Section 3d of the Constitution shall be amended by striking out the words “and all religious soscieties in this State, whether incorporate or un-incorporate shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing their public teachers, and contracting with them for their support and maintenance” And inserting in lieu thereof the following words:
“And all religious societies in this State whether incorporate or un-incorporate shall at all times have the rights of manageing in ways not inconsistant with any other provision of this instrument their ecclesiastical affairs according to the polity of their respective churches
Which being read and the yeas & nays being ordered, was passed by the following vote.
Yeas Haines, Kent, Kimball, Madigan Robins & Talbot.
Nays. Libbey.
Mr. Libbey offered an amendment to Article 8. of the Constitution relating to the subject of education and maintenance of Schools [next page] which being read was refused a passage.
The following Resolve was read and passed unanimously
Resolved. That the President be requested to communicate to his Excellency the Governor to the Honorable members of the Executive Council the thanks of this Commission for their kindness & courtesy in allowing us the use of the commodious & convenient Council Chambers for our Sessions and for their general courtesy and assistance.
Also the following.
Resolved That we desire to place on record our sense of the dignity and courtesy with which our venerable President has presided over our deliberations; and in parting we assure him that our wishes follow him, that his remaining years may be as serene and happy as his past life has been useful, honorable and distinguished, in the offices to which he has been called by the favor of his fellow citizens.
Also the following:
Resolved That the thanks of the Commission be tendered our associate Hon Wm K. Kimball, for the painstaking, accurate and [next page] courteous discharge of the onerous duties of recorder to the Commission during its Session.
Mr. Libbey then offered report No. 24.
Power of Governor to Pardon.
Article 5. Part first Section 11. shall be amended by striking out of said Section all after the word “reprieves” and by adding thereto to the following;
Commutations and Pardons except in cases of impeachment upon such conditions and with such restrictions and limitations as may be deemed proper, subject to such regulation as may be provided by law relative to the manner of applying for pardons. And he shall communicate to the Legislature at each session thereof each case of reprieve, remission of penalty, commutations or pardon granted, stating the name of the convict, the crime of which he was convicted the sentence and its date and the date of the reprieve remission, commutation or pardon & the conditions if any, upon which the same was granted.
Which report being read and the yeas & nays being ordered was adopted by the following vote
Yeas: Haines, Kent Kimball, Libbey Madigan & Talbot
Nays. – None
Adjourned to 9 o’clock Monday morning.
Attest:
Wm K. Kimball, Secty. 
[Next page] Augusta, Feb. 8th 1875.
Monday morning
Present: Messrs. Kent, Kimball, Gilbert Libbey and Talbot.
The members present acting as a Committee on phraseology devoted the session to that purpose, and
Adjourned to Tues. Morning at 9 o’clock
Attest:
Wm K. Kimball Secty 
[Next page] Augusta. Feb. 9. 1875. Tues.
Present: Gilbert, Libbey, Kent, Kimball and Talbot.
Voted that Mr. Gilbert be added to the Committee on phraseology in place of Mr. Haines – absent
Mr. Talbot offered resolve No. 27. as follows:
Resolved. That the Hon. Edward Kent, President of this Commission be instructed to submit the amendments to the Constitution recommended by this Commission to the consideration of the Legislature, and to facilitate legislation on the subject the President is further directed to respectfully submit to the Legislature for its consideration the series of Resolves approved by this Commission prescribing the the manner in which such amendments as the Legislature may approve shall be submitted to popular vote.
Which resolve was unanimously adopted
Mr. Libbey then offered resolve No. 28 as follows:
Resolves proposed for the consideration of the Legislature.
Providing for the manner of submitting the foregoing amendments to the people [next page] (as added to the printed report of the Commission.
Which resolve was unanimously adopted.
Voted to adjourn to tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock
Attest:
Wm K. Kimball, Secty
Augusta, Feb. 10. 1875. Wed.
Met according to adjournment –
Present:
Gilbert, Libbey, Kent, Kimball and Talbot.
The Committee phraseology having carefully compared the printed copy with the several originals and having made all due corrections and having no further business before it
Adjourned Sine Die –
Attest:
Wm K. Kimball
Secretary of Constitutional Commission
